WHAT TO DO WHEN STOPPED BY POLICE     [image: C:\Users\vhaashlausha\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\XD92J75L\652px-Police_man_ganson.svg[1].png]
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are times when members of the public have contact with a police officer and they come away with feelings of frustration or dissatisfaction. The Veterans Affairs Police Department does not support or condone police misconduct of any type. In our experience, we have learned that those negative feelings are often a result of not knowing the reason(s) why an officer acted in a certain way. Unfortunately, the demands on police officers do not always permit time for explanations at the time you are stopped. Hopefully, the information below will give you an understanding of police procedures and let you know what to expect if you are stopped by an officer.
If You Are Stopped by the Police While in Your Car      [image: C:\Users\vhaashlausha\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\3T8SVREQ\liftarn-Police-car[1].png]
•As soon as you notice the police emergency lights, put on your turn signal to signal your intent that you are going to pull over. Pull your vehicle over and stop immediately or as soon as it is safe to do so. 
•Remain in your vehicle while the officer approaches. Do not attempt to get out of your vehicle or approach the officer. 
•Exiting your vehicle may be perceived as a threat.
•Keep your hands easily observable, preferably on the steering wheel where they can be easily seen by the approaching officer. Reaching under your seat or into your glove box are actions that will cause the officer concern that you may be reaching for a weapon.
•Give your license and proof of insurance to the officer if asked to do so. Most officers will not provide a specific reason for the stop until they have received your license and proof of insurance, to avoid debating the reason for the stop prior to acquiring this necessary information.
•If you wish to inquire as to why you were stopped or offer an explanation, do so after complying with the officer’s request.
•Answer all questions honestly. Information pertaining to identity, prior arrests, or traffic violations is easily verified by police.
•Do not become argumentative, disorderly, or abusive. If an officer has already written a ticket, it cannot be voided at that time. If you believe that you have been unfairly treated, DO NOT make that argument on the side of the road. Your best alternative is to carry your protest to Court.
•Whether an officer issues you a ticket or gives you a warning is entirely up to their discretion. Your conduct during the stop may influence the officer's decision.
•Don't be offended. Most citizens already realize that law enforcement is a difficult and dangerous profession. For these reasons, police officers tend to be extremely cautious. They may seem standoffish, impolite, or offensive and such precaution is necessary in todays society.
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•Innocent individuals are often offended or angered, or both, because an officer detains them for questioning. Although the delay might be inconvenient, the officer believes there is a reason (reasonable suspicion) to stop you and ask questions.
•Most of these stops are not without a good reason. The most common reasons that cause an officer to stop someone are:
•You might be one of only a few people walking around where a crime has recently occurred.
•Your clothing might be similar to that worn by the perpetrator of a crime.
•Someone may have called the police complaining about your presence or that you look "suspicious."
•Someone may have pointed you out to the officer.
•You might be acting in a manner that the officer considers "suspicious."
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•Avoid making sudden movements (for your wallet, into your coat, toward your waistband, etc.) until you have informed the officer of your intention to do so and the officer has said it is okay.
•Do not carry weapons (real or otherwise) or even joke about having a weapon on your person while on Federal Property-Not funny to the police.
•Remain calm and avoid being argumentative. If you are uncooperative and refuse to answer reasonable questions, the officer is likely to become more suspicious and the encounter will probably last much longer than necessary. Yes, the police can detain or arrest your for failure to identify yourself or falsely identifying yourself on Federal Property.
•Comply with the officer’s request, even if you are being arrested, “If your rights are violated, don't try to deal with the situation at the scene. You can talk to a lawyer afterwards, or file a complaint with the officer’s supervisors. Arguing with the police when stopped can only lead to complications.
A Citizenry and law enforcement that are mutually cooperative is essential to any civilized society. Individual rights and liberties are equally essential. The information provided in this message is NOT legal advice nor should be construed or relied on as legal advice. However, this is information is commonly recommended by attorneys and public safety officials and the media. This informative message is attempting to strike a healthy balance regarding police encounters and the public.
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